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Focus on Learners – Towards 
Students’ Well-being and Deeper 
Learning through Educational 
Reforms

1 New Finnish National 
Core Curriculum
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New Finnish Core Curriculum
What has changed?

• Focus on 
Teaching

• Focus on Learning>

New National Core Curriculum

Education ACTS
and DECREES 

Government ACTS
and DECREES 

National Core
Curricula

Municipal (local) 
Curricula

Teaching and
Studying Focus on 

Learning, 
not content!

Autonomy of
Schools

§
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Why? 

• The world in which schools operate has undergone 
major changes since the previous curricula 

What? 

• Competences needed in society and working life 
have changed 

How? 

• Content of teaching, pedagogy and school 
practices must be reviewed and renewed in relation 
to these changes 

• Curriculum accommodates a holistic view on education 
and gives strong pedagogical and practical guidelines for 
education providers and schools 

• National core curricula and local curricula are drawn up in 
open, interactive and cooperative processes 

• This ongoing dialogue functions as a learning cycle; 
helping us 
– to identify the issues to be improved 

– to find solutions that best serve teaching, learning and wellbeing

– to promote the commitment of all stakeholders to the curriculum 
process and the goals set for education 



For the Best of a Child, June 15, 2017

4

Transversal 
Competences

- knowledge
- skills

- values
- attitudes

- will/volition

Taking care of 
oneself, 

managing 
daily life

Cultural 
competence, 

interaction and 
expression

Multiliteracy

Digital
competence

Working life 
competence, 

entrepreneur-
ship

Participation 
involvement, 

building a 
sustainable 

future

Thinking 
and learning 

to learn

Development 
as a human 
being and as 

a citizen

Development 
as a human 
being and as 

a citizen

IRMELI HALINEN

Rethinking the Competences and
National Goals for 
Basic Education

Rethinking the school culture

Learning 
community

Wellbeing 
and safety in 

daily life
Interaction 

and versatile 
working 

approach

Cultural 
diversity and 

language 
awarenessParticipation 

and 
democratic 

action

Equity and 
equality

Environmental 
responsibility 

and sustainable 
future 

orientation

Schools promote learning and sustainable well-being by their own example

Learning 
environments

Extra-curricular activities

Structure of
the school
day

Working approach

IRMELI HALINEN
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2 Towards Childrens’ 
Wellbeing

Early childhood education and care, school and 
educational institutions as support for well-being
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Early childhood education and care, pre-primary 
education, schools and educational institutions are 
central development environments for children and 
young people

 A community with strong well-being as well 
as a healthy and safe environment are 
preconditions for children's and young 
people's personal well-being

 The community affects the experiences of 
inclusion and being heard among children 
and young people

 Early childhood education and care, pre-
primary education, schools and educational 
institutions can provide positive experiences 
of belonging to a community and exerting 
influence.

A community that promotes well-being supports 
the strengths and other resources of its 
members

 by taking varying starting points and living 
conditions into account individually in 
early childhood education and care, pre-
primary education, schools and 
educational institutions 

 by providing children and young people 
with an opportunity to learn in accordance 
with their age and personal abilities

 a unique opportunity to support the 
children and young people whose 
development environments contain more 
harmful factors  than factors 
strengthening well-being 
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Environments and communities in early childhood education 
and care, schools and educational institutions strengthen 
pupils' well-being, and the work in the community is systematic 
and goal-oriented

 by creating new operating models for student 
welfare in the new operating environment 
between the municipalities and the provinces 

 by adding the sense of community and 
involvement in early childhood education and 
care, schools and educational institutions

The goals of the government's key project 
Towards child and family oriented services

Well-being is strengthened with the services individually 
tailored to the needs of the child or young person

 Good individual work is preventive, accessible, of 
high-quality, and child or youth-oriented.

 Early support at the correct time and, if 
necessary, with a cross-sectoral approach is 
available.

 More intense support and care is provided as 
outreach services realized at early childhood 
education and care, pre-primary education, 
schools and educational institutions, and the 
professionals at the basic level are supported 
with consultations.

The goals of the government's key project 
Towards child and family oriented services
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3 New Comperehensive School
and Teacher Education Forum
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The objective is to make 
Finland a leading country of 
future learning and inspiring 
education.

18

FINNISH SCHOOL
REFORM INVOLVES

1. Forming a vision

2. Teachers' competence
development

3. Developing school culture

4. Internationalization of schools
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A Vision for Finnish Education from a 
Comprehensive School Forum

• As a broad cooperative, effort, an expert group (wide range 
of experts including teaching staff and students) will 
crystallize a vision for the future of Finnish education

• A round of workshops in different parts of the country

• The vision will be introduced at the start of the school year in 
early August 2017, the jubilee year celebrating Finland’s 
century of independence

Student agency
• Students are allowed and encouraged  to

make decisions on their own learning

The best teachers in the world
• Life-long professional development
• Teacher profession in broad sense, 

including society connections
• Collaboration, interaction and quality work
• Supporting students to learn transversal 

21st century skills
• Networking inside and outside school
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Innovations

• Evidence-informed
• Empirical studies with universities
• Partners & internationality
• Accountability (in a sense of better learning 

processes and renewed school culture)

VISION FOR TEACHER 
EDUCATION

”Creating the Best Competence 
for the World Together!”
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Objectives

23

Expertise
and agency

to create
new 

innovations

Continuous 
development of 

personal 
competence and 

community

Extensive 
basic 

competence- Pedagogical knowledge
- In-depth competence in one's

field, content knowledge
- Societal, global

and ethical questions
- Emotional and 

interaction skills
- Entrepreneurial attitude
- Change competency

- Knowledge about
curriculum

- Creativity, curiosity, 
risk-taking

- Ability to create and apply 
new innovations on teaching
(e.g. digital competence)

- Ability to reflect and evaluate

- Teacher’s agency

- Developing school culture 
- Developing personal 

competence based on research
- Networking and 

community competence

KEY PROJECTS

1. Student welfare and the work related to well-being in early childhood 
education and care is consistent around the country. 

2. The work is based on knowledge regarding the well-being, needs, environment 
and community of children and young people. 

3. Pre-service and in-service teacher education will be 
reformed and integrated. 

4. Innovations on pedagogy, digital learning and  new learning environments.

5. The National Agency for Education hosting a ‘Centre for Innovations’ to 
coordinate the experiments and to ensure the efficient dissemination of better 
both learner- and community-oriented pedagogical practices.


