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CENTRAL FINLAND
CHILD STRATEGY

Why, what, and how?

Government Key Project 3:

Programme to address reform in 
child and family services (LAPE)

• The national goal is to create services that are better 
based on the needs of children and families, focus on 
prevention and are more effective.

• The programme is carried out in 18 regions of Finland, 
utilizing both regional and national expertise and 
resources

 In 2016, the Haukkala Foundation initiated the Central 
Finland Child Strategy project that highlights aspects of 
child welfare for the province.
 This initiative was included in the regional LAPE programme

Link
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Central Finland strengths in  
promoting child well-being
•Strong traditions, from the times of Uno 

Cygnaeus and establishment of the Finnish 
equal school system 

•Nature and environment
•Strong and diverse vocational and 

professional education in child related fields
• Internationally recognized multidisciplinary 

research at the University of Jyväskylä
•Exceptional knowhow in third sector 

organizations, including active youth 
participation 

•Child ombudsman in Jyväskylä

Central Finland Child Strategy

The focus is to create a diverse joint commitment 
within the province to develop a child- and family 
friendly environment. 
The Child Strategy challenges various 

organizations in Central Finland to consider 
children in their policies, and to include child and 
family friendly actions in their strategies and 
activities. 
The work is part of the Finnish government’s 

reform for the improvement of child and family 
services. 
The Regional Council of Central Finland provides 

premises for conducting this work.
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VISION for year 2025

Central Finland is known as a 
region of well-being for children, 
young people and families.

Municipal targets?
“Jyväskylä is the child knowhow 
capital!”

Keski-Suomen lapsiasiafoorumi 19.1.2016

Connecting people and 
organizations to promote child
well-being

•Regional child friendly culture is our shared 
competence and part of our regional 
identity; promoted in Central Finland at all 
levels from everyday interaction with an 
individual child to the organizational 
administrational levels in the public, 
private and third sectors

•By taking good care of children, we also 
safeguard the sustainability, vitality and 
safety of our society.
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Principles

 Children's own agency and involvement
 Prevention of inequality and exclusion
 Different types of families, different locations 

 Specific attention on well-being of the 
at-risk and vulnerable children

 Interdisciplinarity with diverse experts
 Knowledge-based development and 

deepening interaction between 
research and practice

 Networking for enhanced expertise on 
regional, national, and international 
levels. 
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Toward strengthened collaboration
and shared vision for the benefit of 
children

 By networking and working across the 
institutional borders and silos

 By discussing and clarifying the concept of 
the child; this will have impact on the way
that adults and organizations interact
with children

 By setting shared aims with clear
indicators

 By organizing funds to achieve the aims

101 Acts for Children
in Central Finland

• How have we promoted well-being of Finnish
children throughout the past decades? How do
we continue today? How can we reach out with
the best practises to as many children as 
possible? 

• We collect and highlight ACTS FOR CHILDREN in 
the Central Finland region

• With this campaign we aim to promote the well-
being of children, young people and families as 
a topic for everyone to be proud of
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Let’s make Central Finland the 
best province for the growing 
generation!

Päivi Fadjukoff, Haukkala Foundation
paivi.fadjukoff@jyu.fi
paivi.fadjukoff@haukkalansaatio.com
+358 50 5181410

www.freepptbackgrounds.net


